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DEATH OF A FIRST LADY : Comforting a Nation’s Sorrow 



THE FUNERAL 

Farewell to a Woman 
Of Strength and Grace 



ByJANNY SCOTT 

The family and friends of Jacque- 
line Kennedy Onassis gathered yes-| 
terday morning in a Manhattan' 
church, and many hundreds of others 1 
thronged outside, to bid farewell to 
the woman they remembered with 
love and admiration for restoring 
their pride and hope at one of the 
country’s bleakest moments. 

As housekeepers watched from the 
windows of Park Avenue apartments 
and helicopters hovered against a 
bright blue sky, inside the church 
those closest to the former First Lady 
remembered her for her love of 
words, “her spirit of adventure” and 
her devotion to her family. 

During those four endless days in 
1963, she held us together as a family 
and a country, “ Senator Edward M. 
Kennedy, her former brother-in-law, 
said in his eulogy. “In large part 
because of her, we could grieve and 
then go on. She lifted us up, and in the ! 
doubt and darkness, she gave her 1 



fellow citizens back their pride as 
Americans.” 

“Afterward, as the eternal flame 
she lit flickered in the autumn of 
Arlington Cemetery,” Senator Ken- 
nedy said, “Jackie went on to do what 
she most wanted — to raise Caroline 
and John, and warm her family’s life 
and that of all the Kennedys.” 

I By Invitation Only 

The funeral — by invitation only, 
hand-delivered or telephoned over 
the weekend — attracted women and 
men from the many corners of Mrs. 
Onassis* life. They included dozens of 
relatives of President Kennedy and 
many of his White House advisers, 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, members of 
Congress, writers, artists and per- 
formers, socialites, members of news 
organizations and her children’s clos- 
est friends. 

Among those who came were Sena- 
tors Daniel Patrick Moynihan, John 
Kerry and Claiborne Pell; the former 
Kennedy aides Dave Powers, Rich- 
ard Goodwin and Pierre Salinger; the 
television personalities Mike Wal- 
lace, Phil Donahue and Diane Saw- 
yer; the architects Philip Johnson 
and I.M. Pei; Philippe de Montebello 
director of the Metropolitan Museum 
of Art; John Kenneth Galbraith, the 
economist and author who was Am- 
bassador to India during the Kennedy 
Administration; Roosevelt Grier, the 
former football player and aide to 
Robert F. Kennedy who was with him 
in Los Angeles when he was shot and 
killed in 1968 while running for Presi- 
dent; and Kenneth Battelle, better 
known as simply Kenneth, the hair- 
dresser who created the First Lady’s 
bouffant in the 1960’s. 

There were many lesser known 
guests at the funeral Mass, held at the ' 
Roman Catholic Church of St. Igna- 
tius Loyola on Park Avenue and East 
84th Street, where Mrs. Onassis was 
baptized and confirmed. By one 
guest’s account, one of the saddest 
moments of the 80-minute service 
was when Mrs. Onassis’ longtime but- 
ler helped carry the communion wa- 
fers up the center aisle to the priest to 



uc consecrated, then turned back to- 
ward the congregation weeping. 

Her Children Trail Behind 

Later, Mrs. Onassis’ children, Car- 
oline Kennedy Schlossberg and John 
F. Kennedy Jr., walked down the aisle 
beneath the 70-foot-high vaulted ceil- 
ing holding each other tightly and 
trailing their mother’s mahogany cof- 
fin. Some of those who looked on from 
the pews said the sight filled them 
with terrible sadness — that the chil- 
dren’s lives, already touched by so 
much pain, should now have to en- 
compass this. 

The entire event was a remarkable 
logistical feat — from the 700 person- 
al invitations to the maze of police 
barricades holding traffic and the 
public at bay, to the police officers on 
nearby rooftops and the fleet of royal- 
blue minibuses that arrived to ferry 



The children of an 
American tragedy 
find themselves 
mourning again. 



guests to La Guardia Airport for the 
flight to Washington and the burial. 

Guests began arriving at 8:30 A.M. 
for the 10 A.M. service, passing 
through one security check after an- 
other. Hundreds of reporters, photog- 
raphers and camera-crew members 
were stationed halfway across the 
street, behind the grassy median. One 
television network had paid $10,000 to 
place a camera on the roof of a small 
building housing a portrait studio 
across from the church. 

At exactly 10 A.M., eight gray- 
gloved, professional pallbearers 
emerged from Mrs. Onassis’ apart- 
ment house at 1040 Fifth Avenue, 
three blocks away, and lifted her cof- 
fin into a waiting hearse. As neigh- 



bors peered from their windows, Mrs. 
Onassis’ children and her companion 
in recent years, Maurice Tempels- 
man, climbed into a stretch limousine 
and, with a police escort, followed the 
hearse to the church. 

There, the coffin was met by eight 
honorary pallbearers: Jack Walsh, a 
Secret Service agent who had been 
assigned to Mrs. Onassis’ children 
after their father’s assassination, and 
seven nephews of Mrs. Onassis — 
Edward Kennedy Jr., Robert F. Ken- 
nedy Jr., Christopher Lawford, An- 
thony ’Radziwill, Lewis Rutherford 
Jr., Timothy Shriver and Dr. William 
Kennedy Smith. 

The Service began with a passage 
from the Book of Isaiah, Chapter 25, 
read by John F. Kennedy Jr. He said 
that in choosing the readings for the 
service, “we struggled to find ones 
that captured my mother’s essence.’’ 
Three attributes came to mind over 
and over, he said, “They were the 
love of words, the bonds of home and 
family and her spirit of adventure.” 
‘A Lesson to the World' 

In his eulogy, Senator Kennedy 
called Mrs. Onassis “a lesson to the 
world on how to do things rjght, how 



A tANCER ON THE RISE 

Non-Hodgkin*s lymphoma, which 
caused Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis ’ 
death, is among the fastest rising 
cancers. Science Times, page B7. 



to be a mother, how to appreciate 
history, how to be courageous.” 

“No one else looked like her, spoke 
like her, wrote like her or was so 
original in the way she did things,” he 
said. “No one we knew ever had a 
better sense of self.” 

“She made a rare and noble contri- 
bution to the American spirit,” he 
continued, and later added, “She 
graced our history. And for those of 
us who knew and loved her, she 
graced our lives.” 

Senator Kennedy told a story in- 
tended to illustrate the way Mrs. 
Onassis was “always there” for her 
family. It was about the day last 
summer when the Kennedys and Mrs. 
Onassis took President Clinton and 
Mrs. Clinton sailing off Martha’s* 
Vineyard. Before the Clintons ar- 
rived, Mrs. Onassis urged Senator 
Kennedy to greet the Clintons on the 
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lower deck. ‘'But I said, 'Maurice is -:;, 
already there,* ” Senator Kennedy re- . ><. 
called in his eulogy. “And Jackie; an- r;. 
swered: ‘Teddy, you do it. Maurice l!~ 
isn't running for re-election.’ ” Sena- 
tor Kennedy is seeking election this 
year to his sixth full term. -rn, 

Mrs. Schlossberg read a poem by 
Edna St. Vincent Millay called > 
“Memory of Cape Cod." The Kenne- 
dys have long spent their summers >c 
there. 
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The service also included a Scrip- : 
tural reading by the director Mike 
Nichols and singing by the soprano .. . 
Jessye Norman. The Mass was said v, 
by the Rev. Walter F. Modrys, the ... 
pastor of the church. No camera cov- 
erage was allowed, but the audio por- ‘ : 
tion of it was broadcast on several 
radio and television stations. * _ 

Mr. Tempelsman read, “ithaka,” . w 
by the Greek poet C. P. Cavafy, in . • 
which a traveler sets out on a jour- 
ney. He appended his own epilogue: .A 
“And now the journey is over. Too 
short, alas, too short. It was filled , 
with adventure and wisdom, laughter 
and love, gallantry and grace. So 
farewell, farewell.” 



